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0ffi0oe of the Cenersl Counoel
Automobile Accident - STATOTHR

le Peference is nade to your romorandam of 2L Seplaler
1951, concerning an accident involvi~gm o (I4 cle and a Dri-
vately owneg truck driven by

STATOTHR

2: It remaing owr opindon that this sccicent wag caused

t
b, the negligence off but 1t my be diffleundd to
prove in court. L T @ BE ohtoy af arc oot necldents w:iic
ocowr at unconirolled inlerscciions.

3« In amy event, a concerted atteupt to collect our clainm
ould prove vary costly. lormally, 1f the Coverrrent pocs into
courd when the i - ie 50-5u, the Covermment's chancee of
loelng are about 0y £irply Le.ause of the averape jJuror's
knowledge of the Cover-ment's solvency. Consequently, instoad of

- collecting 833,59, the fovermment conld lose the case.

Ls In view of the arove; 1t may te advisalle fo™pigeon
bole® thip casgs Presplng the claln in Daltimore would require
pary nan hours and the possibility of loss seems %o out-weigh the
nesd for further astion in this cage. I sull L8 £1l0d by the
other party, it wuld be necessary to dafend the lovermment lhrough
the Departvent of Justice. In the mcantine, howover, imaction
appears advisable,
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Property Survey Doard nemo of 31
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Chief, Fiscal Division 18 October 1951
office of the Ceneral Counsel

Automobile Accident

1, Reference is made to your memorandum of 2k September
1951, concerming an accident involving a CIA vehiele and a nri=-
vately owned truck driven by | | STATOTHR

2. Tt remains our opinion that this accident was caused
by the negligence of but it may be difficult to
prove in court. It 1sz-a close case, as are nogt accldents vhich
sceur at unconirolled intersections.

3, In any event, a concerted attempt to collect our claim
could prove very costly, (Normally, if the tovernment goes into
court when the neglipence is 50-50, the Govermment's chances of
losing are about 0, sinply because of the average juror's
knowledge of the Coveriment's solvency. Consequently, instead of
collecting §33.59, the Government cowld lose the case.

- L. In view of the above, it may be advisable to"pigeon—
hole® this case. Preseing the claim in Baltimore would require
many wan hours and the possibility of loss seems 0 out-weigh the
need for further action in this case. If suit is filed Ly the
other party, it would be necessary to defend the Qovermment through
the Departzent of Justice. In the meantins, however, insction
appears advisable,
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Attachmeniss ‘
Basio file including letter of
6 Sept fr Attoruney Berlin; lettler
from Fiscal to claimant copy of
00C mepo dated 7 Aucusty copy of
Property Survey Board nemo of 31
July attaching Case Ho. 002u2.
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